
#44 Marijuana: Hope or Dope (Stats & 
Facts) 

Episode Description Some people feel like medicinal marijuana is great relief for 

sick people while others believe it is simply a way for people to legally abuse 

drugs. What are your thoughts?  

 

 

 

 

Focus of Research 

Number of people using marijuana in the US 

Number of people using marijuana for medical purposes 

States where marijuana use is legalized 

Arrests for possession of marijuana and sales 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Who’s Using? 

According to research gathered by Pew Research Center, “nearly half (47%) of Americans say 

they have tried marijuana, and 11% in the past year, which the 2012 National Survey on Drug 

Use and Health says is the most commonly-used illicit drug in the U.S. The government survey 

showed that 18.9 million Americans 12 or older (7.3%) had used marijuana in the prior month (at 

the time survey was conducted).”  

ProCon.org lists the official estimated number of medical marijuana patients (those who hold 

identification cards with mandatory registration). The possibility is acknowledged that “not all 

medical marijuana users register for identification cards and not all of the people registered have 

valid medical uses for the marijuana.” 

 

http://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2014/11/05/6-facts-about-marijuana/
http://www.people-press.org/files/legacy-questionnaires/Drugs%20Topline%20for%20release.pdf
http://www.drugabuse.gov/publications/drugfacts/nationwide-trends
http://www.drugabuse.gov/publications/drugfacts/nationwide-trends
http://medicalmarijuana.procon.org/view.resource.php?resourceID=005889


According to an article on WebMD, pain is the main reason people ask for medical marijuana. 

Other ailments for which medical marijuana is requested as treatment include muscle spasms 

caused by multiple sclerosis, nausea from cancer chemotherapy, and poor appetite and weight 

loss caused by chronic illness like HIV. 

A 2013 report by the American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) found that marijuana use was 

roughly the same for blacks and whites. 

 

 

 

http://www.webmd.com/pain-management/features/medical-marijuana-uses
https://www.aclu.org/files/assets/aclu-thewaronmarijuana-rel2.pdf


Arrest Rates for Marijuana Possession, Sales, etc. 

DrugWarFacts.org: (Total Annual Arrests by Year and Category) Although the intent of a 'War 

on Drugs' may have been to target drug smugglers and 'King Pins,' according to the FBI's annual 

Uniform Crime Reports, of the 1,552,432 arrests for drug law violations in 2012, 82.2% 

(1,276,099) were for mere possession of a controlled substance. Only 17.8% (276,333) were for 

the sale or manufacturing of a drug. Further, nearly half (48.3%) of drug arrests in 2012 were 

for marijuana -- a total of 749,825. Of those, an estimated 658,231 arrests (42.4% of all drug 

arrests) were for marijuana possession alone. 

Looking at the arrest rate in a general sense: 

 

More Recent Data: 

 

 

http://www.drugwarfacts.org/cms/Marijuana#Total
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2013/01/17/marijuana-possession-arrests_n_2490340.html


A gaping disparity in arrest rates between races 

 

ACLU notes a problem in the data reporting: “[t]his report’s sole focus on Black-white racial 

disparities is the result of the fact that the FBI/UCR arrest data does not identify Latinos as a 

distinct racial group and thus does not distinguish between white and Latino arrests… classifying 

Latinos as whites for the purposes of reporting arrest data to the FBI/UCR Program can inflate 

the ‘true’ white arrest rate and, in turn, deflate the ‘true’ racial disparity in arrest rates between 

whites and Blacks.” 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



States that have Legalized Marijuana Use 

Colorado, Washington, Oregon, Alaska and the District of Columbia have passed measures to 

legalize marijuana use. 14 additional states have decriminalized certain amounts of marijuana 

possession according to the Pew Research Center. Including the five aforementioned locations, 

nearly half of US states allow medical marijuana. 

 

Additional Resources 

In Legalizing Marijuana, End the Racial Bias 

http://norml.org/aboutmarijuana/item/states-that-have-decriminalized
http://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2014/11/05/6-facts-about-marijuana/
http://www.nytimes.com/roomfordebate/2013/05/22/how-can-marijuana-be-sold-safely/in-legalizing-marijuana-end-the-racial-bias

