
#43 Is It Ever Okay to Kill a Cop (Stats & 
Facts) 

Episode Description  IS it EVER ok to KILL a cop? In light of the Ferguson 

policemen shootings and the rash killings of black teens and young adults - is the 

recent shooting of police officers JUSTIFIED as some are saying or is there 

ANOTHER way as some are pleading for? 

Focus of Research 

Percentage or number of arrest-related deaths 

Percentage or number of police killed by civilians 

Civilians Killed by Police: Arrest-Related Deaths 

According to the Bureau of Justice Statistics (BJS), the Arrest-Related Deaths (ARD) program is 

“an annual national census of persons who died either during the process of arrest or while in the 

custody of state or local law enforcement personnel.” Innocent bystanders, hostages, and law 

enforcement personnel are excluded from this census. 

“BJS defines a death as arrest-related when the event that caused the death (e.g., gunshot wound, 

cardiac arrest, or drowning) occurred during an interaction with state or local law enforcement 

personnel.” BJS uses the term "arrest-related" to capture civilian deaths that were attributed to- 

 any use-of-force by state or local law enforcement 

 injuries sustained while attempting to elude law enforcement or injuries incurred while in 

custody 

 self-imposed events, such as suicides, accidents caused by the decedent, and intoxication 

 medical conditions or illness. 

Arrest-Related Deaths Stats (2003-2009) 

A total of 4,813 deaths were reported to the Bureau of Justice Statistics’ ARD program from 

2003 to 2009. 

 6 in 10 deaths were classified as homicide by law enforcement personnel 

 4 in 10 deaths were attributed to other manners of death 

 11% of reported arrest-related deaths were attributed to suicide and death by intoxication, 

6% to accidental injury, and 5% to natural causes 

 Deaths with manners classified as undetermined or those in which manners were 

unknown comprised 6% of reported arrest-related deaths 



 

(Note: Following the publication of Arrest-Related Deaths, 2003-2009 – Statistical Tables, BJS 

conducted an assessment of the validity and reliability of the ARD data. Results of the 

assessment indicate the ARD program methodology did not sufficiently identify a census of 

arrest-related deaths and that the data collection likely did not capture all reportable deaths in the 

process of arrest. Therefore, BJS determined that the ARD data did not meet BJS data quality 

standards, and in March 2014, BJS suspended data collection and publication of the ARD data 

until further notice.) 

Source: The Bureau of Justice Statistics; Arrest-Related Deaths, 2003-2009 - Statistical Tables 

Officers Killed in the Line of Duty (2014) 

According to a 2014 report, 126 officers were killed in the line of duty in 2014, a 24% increase 

from 2013. The number of police officers killed by firearms also rose by 56 percent – from 32 in 

2013 to 50 in 2014. 

 

http://www.bjs.gov/index.cfm?ty=pbdetail&iid=4943
http://www.bjs.gov/index.cfm?ty=tp&tid=82
http://www.bjs.gov/content/pub/pdf/ard0309st.pdf


 

Full report here. 

Source: National Law Enforcement Officers Memorial Fund (Fatalities Report 2014) 

Additional Information 

(Gawker) Unarmed People of Color Killed by Police, 1999-2014 

 Following the announcement that NYPD Officer Daniel Pantaleo would not be indicted 

for killing Eric Garner, the NAACP's Legal Defense Fund Twitter posted a series of 

tweets naming 76 men and women who were killed in police custody since the 1999 

death of Amadou Diallo in New York. A compiled list can be found in the link to Gawker 

above. 

http://www.nleomf.org/assets/pdfs/reports/Preliminary-2014-Officer-Fatalities-Report.pdf
http://www.nleomf.org/facts/research-bulletins/
http://gawker.com/unarmed-people-of-color-killed-by-police-1999-2014-1666672349
https://twitter.com/NAACP_LDF

