
#38 Baby Mama Drama (Stats & Facts) 

Episode Description  Baby Mama DRAMA!: What are the EFFECTIVE ways to deal 

with issues with Baby MAMAs and Baby Daddys from visitation,  custody, child 

support , co / parenting to the dreaded "new spouse or love interest!” Can't we all 

just get along? 

Focus of Research 

Children born to unwed parents 

Domestic violence committed by unmarried couples with kids 

Statistics on unwed couples suing each other for child support/custody 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Birth Rate for Unwed Parents 

Based on 2012 data, a CDC report shows a continuing decline in the birth rate for unmarried 

women. Down by 2% the birth rate for unmarried women was 45.3 births per 1000 women aged 

15-44, the lowest rate since 2003. 

 

Nonmarital birth rates declined for all race and Hispanic origin population groups except Asian 

Pacific Islander women, for whom the rate increased by 2% from 22.4 in 2011 to 22.9 per 1000 

in 2012. 

 Hispanic women had the highest nonmarital birth rate of all groups in 2012 (72.6) but 

also the largest percent decline between 2011 and 2012, a 3% drop (from 75.1 in 2011). 

 Rates for non-Hispanic white women (32.1) and black women (62.6) fell 1% and 2%, 

respectively, in 2012. 

Source: (CDC) National Vital Statistics Reports 2012 

http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/data/nvsr/nvsr62/nvsr62_09.pdf


In a 2011 American Community Survey Report, 4.1 million women reported that they had a birth 

in the last year. Of these women, 35.7 percent were unmarried at the time of the survey.* 

Births outside of marriage are often associated with disadvantage for both children and their 

parents. Women and men who have children outside of marriage are younger on average, have 

less education, and have lower income than married parents. Children who are born to unmarried 

parents are more likely to live in poverty and to have poor developmental outcomes. 

 



 

*(National-level ACS estimates of the percentages of women with a birth in the last year who are 

unmarried, as well as state-level estimates discussed later in this report, differ from the NCHS 

vital statistics estimates of nonmarital births for two main reasons. First, while the NCHS’s vital 

statistics system records information on all births, the ACS is a survey, and while it is nationally 

representative, it does not have information on every birth that occurred in the United States. 

Second, the time frames covered by vital statistics and the ACS are quite different. Birth records 

reported through the vital statistics system are collected at the time of the birth itself and 

reported for a 1-year period. The ACS interviews respondents throughout a calendar year, 

asking them whether they had a birth in the 12 months prior to the interview.) 

Source: (American Community Survey Report) Socioeconomic Characteristics of Currently 

Unmarried Women With a Recent Birth: 2011 

 

 

 

http://www.census.gov/prod/2013pubs/acs-21.pdf
http://www.census.gov/prod/2013pubs/acs-21.pdf


Unwed Couples and Domestic Violence 

The National Longitudinal Study of Adolescent Health (Add Health) is a nationally 

representative survey of U.S. students who were in the seventh through 12th grades in 1994-

1995. The third round of the survey (Wave III) interviewed participants again in 2001-2002, 

when they were between the ages of 18 and 28. This Research Brief used data from the Romantic 

Pairs subsample (“couples sample”) of the Wave III survey, which provides individual and 

relationship information on 1,507 randomly selected respondents and their partners, who were 

interviewed separately. 

Slightly more than one-half (51 

percent) of married couples and 

nearly two-thirds (63 percent) of 

dating couples with children living in 

one or both of their households 

reported past-year relationship 

violence, compared with 37 percent 

of married couples and 31 percent of 

dating couples with no children living 

in the household. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: (Child Trends - 2012) Relationship Violence Among Young Adult Couples 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.childtrends.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/06/Child_Trends-2012_06_01_RB_CoupleViolence.pdf


Unwed Couples and Child Custody/ Child Support 

According to a 2011 Census report, about 18.3% of custodial parents were fathers. 28.1% of all 

children under the age of 21 in families lived with only one of their parents while the other 

parent lived elsewhere. 

 About half (50.6%) of all Black children lived in custodial-parent families. 

 Other Highlights from the Report 

o The proportion of custodial mothers with incomes below poverty (31.8%) was 

about twice as high as that for custodial fathers (16.2%) 

o About half (48.9 percent) of all custodial parents had either legal or informal child 

support agreements, and custodial mothers were more likely to have agreements 

(53.4 percent) than custodial fathers (28.8 percent). 

o About three-quarters (74.1 percent) of custodial parents who were due child 

support in 2011 received either full or partial payments, including 43.4 percent 

who received full payments. 

o Over half (56.3 percent) of custodial parents with joint-custody arrangements 

received full child support payments, and 30.7 percent received full payments 

when there was no contact between the child and the child’s noncustodial 

parent(s). 

o About 62.3 percent of the $37.9 billion in child support due in 2011 was reported 

as received, averaging $3,770 per year per custodial parent who was due support. 



 

Source: (Census - 2011) Custodial Mothers and Fathers and Their Child Support 

http://www.census.gov/prod/2013pubs/p60-246.pdf

