
#37 What to Do if Your Child is Gay? 
(Stats & Facts) 

Episode Description What do you do if your child is GAY? Join Dr. Kay and her 

guest co-hosts Gwendolyn Clemons and Davin Clemons from "The Unleashed 

Voice," a show for the LGBTQ community, as they explore ways to help our youths 

who make up some of the assault, bullying and suicide rates in our country!  

Focus of Research 

Definitions of terms such as gay, bisexual, transgender, transsexual, etc. 

People who identify as LGBTQ 

Suicide rates, assaults and bullying of LGBTQ 

Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, Queer 

Lesbian, gay, and bisexual all refer to sexual orientation. Sexual orientation is defined as “an 

often enduring pattern of emotional, romantic and/or sexual attractions of men to women or 

women to women (heterosexual), of women to women or men to men (homosexual), or by men 

or women to both sexes (bisexual). It also refers to an individual’s sense of personal and social 

identity based on those attractions, related behaviors and membership in a community of others 

who share those attractions and behaviors. Some people who have same-sex attractions or 

relationships may identify as ‘queer,’ or, for a range of personal, social or political reasons may 

choose not to self-identify with these or any labels.” Transgender, or gender non-conforming, is 

an umbrella term for people whose gender identity or gender expression does not conform to that 

typically associated with the sex to which they were assigned at birth. 

Source: American Psychological Association 

More Definitions of LGBTQ 

 Lesbian – a female with romantic, emotional, and sexual attraction to females 

 Gay – a male with romantic, emotional, and sexual attraction to males 

 Bisexual – someone with romantic, emotional, and sexual attraction to both males and 

females 

 Transgender – an 'umbrella' term to describe different types of gender identity - one’s 

sense that they are outside the boundaries of biological sex and don’t necessarily conform 

to societal gender norms usually associated with male and female; includes people who 

are homosexual, heterosexual, and bisexual 

http://www.apa.org/topics/lgbt/index.aspx


 Questioning – any person who is questioning their own sexual orientation and/or gender 

identity 

Sexual Orientation among US Adults 

 

Based on 2013 NHIS data, 96.6% of adults identified as straight, 1.6% identified as gay or 

lesbian, and 0.7% identified as bisexual. The remaining 1.1% of adults identified as ‘‘something 

else,’’ stated ‘‘I don’t know the answer,’’ or refused to provide an answer. 

Source: (National Health Statistic Report, 2014) Sexual Orientation and Health Among U.S. 

Adults 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/data/nhsr/nhsr077.pdf
http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/data/nhsr/nhsr077.pdf


LGBT Violence and Suicidality in the US GLSEN’s biennial National School Climate 

Survey documents the school experiences of lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender (LGBT) 

youth. Over 7,800 LGBT middle and high school students completed the latest survey. 

According to data from Youth Risk Behavior Surveys (YRBS) conducted during 2001‒2009 in 

seven states and six large urban school districts, the percentage of LGB students (across the sites) 

who were threatened or injured with a weapon on school property in the prior year ranged from 

12% to 28%. In addition, across the sites: 

 19% to 29% of gay and lesbian students and 18% to 28% of bisexual students 

experienced dating violence in the prior year. 

 14% to 31% of gay and lesbian students and 17% to 32% of bisexual students had been 

forced to have sexual intercourse at some point in their lives. 

 A nationally representative study of adolescents in grades 7–12 found that lesbian, gay, 

and bisexual youth were more than twice as likely to have attempted suicide as their 

heterosexual peers. 

 More studies are needed to better understand the risks for suicide among transgender 

youth. However, one study with 55 transgender youth found that about 25% reported 

suicide attempts. 

Another survey of more than 7,000 seventh- and eighth-grade students from a large Midwestern 

county examined the effects of school [social] climate and homophobic bullying on lesbian, gay, 

bisexual, and questioning (LGBQ) youth and found that 

 LGBQ youth were more likely than heterosexual youth to report high levels of bullying 

and substance use; 

 Students who were questioning their sexual orientation reported more bullying, 

homophobic victimization, unexcused absences from school, drug use, feelings of 

depression, and suicidal behaviors than either heterosexual or LGB students; 

 LGB students who did not experience homophobic teasing reported the lowest levels of 

depression and suicidal feelings of all student groups (heterosexual, LGB, and 

questioning students); and 

 All students, regardless of sexual orientation, reported the lowest levels of depression, 

suicidal feelings, alcohol and marijuana use, and unexcused absences from school when 

they were 

o In a positive school climate and 

o Not experiencing homophobic teasing. 

Source: CDC: LGBT Youth 

Suicide is the 2nd leading cause of death among young people ages 10 to 24. About 30 percent 

of all completed suicides have been related to sexual identity crisis. 

http://www.cdc.gov/lgbthealth/youth.htm


 LGB youth are 4 times more likely, and questioning youth are 3 times more likely, to 

attempt suicide as their straight peers. 

 Suicide attempts by LGB youth and questioning youth are 4 to 6 times more likely to 

result in injury, poisoning, or overdose that requires treatment from a doctor or nurse, 

compared to their straight peers. 

 Nearly half of young transgender people have seriously thought about taking their lives, 

and one quarter report having made a suicide attempt. 

 LGB youth who come from highly rejecting families are 8.4 times as likely to have 

attempted suicide as LGB peers who reported no or low levels of family rejection. 

 Suicide attempts are nearly two times higher among Black and Hispanic youth than 

White youth. 

 Each episode of LGBT victimization, such as physical or verbal harassment or abuse, 

increases the likelihood of self-harming behavior by 2.5 times on average. 

Sources: http://www.thetrevorproject.org/pages/facts-about-suicide; 

http://www.bullyingstatistics.org/content/gay-bullying-statistics.html 
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